The use of stabilization plates in the immediate repair of defects following mandibular resection.
The results of immediate stabilization for surgical defects of the mandible in 18 patients are presented. Fourteen patients with malignant lesions underwent immediate stabilization without bone grafting, but with associated myocutaneous flap soft tissue reconstruction. Four patients with benign lesions were treated with immediate stabilization and bone graft reconstruction, but without myocutaneous flap soft tissue reconstruction. Results at from 4 to 34 months reveal two bone plates lost to massive intraoral exposure. The remaining plates remain in place with excellent functional and cosmetic results.